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MEMORANDUM 
 
RE: Tree Removal Permit 
188 Hills Ln., Taxlot 51030DA07900 
 
June 9, 2023 
 
A tree removal permit authorizing the removal of three trees in conjunction with the construction of a new single-
family dwelling has been issued to Edward Johnson, owner of 188 Hills Ln.  The trees authorized for removal by 
this permit are: 
 

• One double trunk Sitka Spruce (Tree A); 

• One 38-inch DBH Sitka Spruce which is within the build area (Tree E); 

• One Sitka Spruce that has been identified as potentially hazardous due to decay (Tree F). 
 
The application was submitted with a Tree Hazard Evaluation Form prepared by an ISA Certified Arborist as 
required by CBMC 17.70.030.  The application and subject trees have been reviewed by an independent arborist 
on contract with the City and approval of the application has been recommended.  
 
This removal application meets the criteria of CMBC 17.70.020(D) Permit Issuance – Criteria which states: 
 
D. Removal of a tree(s) in order to construct a structure or development approved or allowed pursuant to the 

Cannon Beach Municipal Code, including required vehicular and utility access, subject to the requirements in 
Section 17.70.030(B) and (Q). 

 
Section 17.70.030(B) Additional Requirements states: 
 
B.  For actions which require the issuance of a building permit, tree removal shall only occur after a building permit 
has been issued for the structure requiring removal of the tree(s).   
 
Section 17.70.030(Q) Additional Requirements states: 
 
Q. An application for a tree removal permit under Section 17.70.020(D), submitted under the direction of a 

certified tree arborist for the removal of a tree(s) to construct a structure or development, must include the 
following: 

 
1. A site plan showing the location of the tree(s) proposed for removal, the location of the proposed structure 

or development, and the location of any other trees six-inch DBH or larger on the subject property or off 
site (in the adjoining right-of-way or on adjacent property) whose root structure might be impacted by 
excavation associated with the proposed structure, or by soil compaction caused by vehicular traffic or 
storage of materials. 
 

2. Measures to be taken to avoid damaging trees not proposed for removal, both on the subject property and 
off site (in the adjoining right-of-way or on adjacent property). 
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3. The area where a tree’s root structure might be impacted by excavation, or where soil compaction caused 
by vehicular traffic or storage of materials might affect a tree’s health, shall be known as a tree protection 
zone (TPZ). 

4. Prior to construction the TPZ shall be delineated by hi-visibility fencing a minimum of three and one-half 
feet tall, which shall be retained in place until completion of construction. Vehicular traffic, excavation and 
storage of materials shall be prohibited within the TPZ.  

 
Replacement of the removed tree is required as per CBMC 17.70.040(B)(1) Tree Replacement Policy which states: 
 
1. Tree removal in conjunction with construction: 
 

b. If fewer than four trees existed on the lot prior to construction, the replanting of trees on a one-for-one 
basis may be required. 

 
Approved trees that can be used for the replanting requirement include:  Sitka spruce, Western hemlock, Douglas 
fir, Western red cedar, Red alder, Mountain ash, Big leaf maple, Vine maple. 
 
This permit may be appealed to the Planning Commission by filing an appeal with the City Manager within 14 days 
of the date of this decision. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert St. Clair 
Planner 





Robert St. Clair
Planner June 9, 2023












































Treescapes Northwest

Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist

ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A


                       


City of Cannon Beach, Planning Department

Attn: Robert St. Clair

stclair@ci.cannon-beach.or.us

(503) 436-8041


May 11, 2023


Tree Removal Permit Application Review - Tax Lot 51030DA07900


Per your request, I reviewed the Tree Removal Permit Application submitted by Arbor Care.  
Included in the application was a pre-construction Arborist Report from Board Certified Master 
Arborist, Austin Wienecke.  It is my recommendation the construction plans be amended with a 
priority to preserve trees.


Six trees are being recommended be removed,  all Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis).  The site is 
located within a mature urbanized forest and some of the trees are approximately 100’ tall.  The 
request has been to remove all of the trees on the site to accommodate new construction.  To 
avoid major fragmentation to the forest and root disruption of neighboring trees, my 
recommendations are as follows:


1) Pursue the retention of trees on this site.  The best candidates look to be spruce trees B, C, 
and D as referenced in Austin’s report.


2) Tree Protection.  After plans change to accommodate tree preservation on the site, protect 
the roots of trees with Tree Protection Zones.  Additionally, use a thick layer of wood chips 
to avoid compaction outside of fenced areas.


With a priority of preserving mature trees and avoiding canopy disruption, the entire 
neighborhood benefits.


Best regards,




Jeff Gerhardt

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534

P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571

Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com


