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MEMORANDUM 
 
RE: Tree Removal Permit 
171 Elliott Ave., Taxlot 51030DA06700 
 
August 22, 2023 
 
A tree removal permit authorizing the removal of two trees that have been identified as hazardous.  The trees 
authorized for removal by this permit are: 
 

• One 12-inch DBH Coastal willow 

• One 7-inch DBH Red alder 
 
The application was submitted with a Tree Hazard Evaluation Form prepared by an ISA Certified Arborist as 
required by CBMC 17.70.030.  The application and subject trees have been reviewed by an independent arborist 
on contract with the City and approval of the application has been recommended.  
 
This removal application meets the criteria of CMBC 17.70.020(A) Permit Issuance - Criteria which states: 
 
A. Removal of a tree which poses a safety hazard.  The applicant must demonstrate that: 

 
1. The condition or location of the tree presents either a foreseeable danger to public safety, or a foreseeable 

danger of property damage to an existing structure; and 
 

2. Such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated by pruning or treatment of the tree. 
 
Replacement of the removed trees is required as per CBMC 17.70.040(B)(2) Tree Replacement Policy which states: 
 
The basic standard is that four trees should be maintained on a five thousand square foot lot.  For larger lots the 
standard will be applied on a proportional basis, e.g., a seven thousand five hundred square foot lot would require 
maintenance of six trees.  This standard is to be implemented as follows: 
 
2. Tree removal not in conjunction with construction: 
 

a. If after tree removal the site maintains the standard of at least four trees per five thousand square feet, 
no replacement is required. 

 
b. If after tree removal the site maintains the standard of at least four trees per five thousand square feet, 

the replanting of trees on a one-for-one basis may be required. 
 

c. A minimum density of less than four trees per five thousand square feet may be permitted where it is found 
that the remaining trees provide sufficient cover, immature trees (those less than six inches diameter) will 
mature to provide adequate cover, or there are no reasonable locations for new trees. 
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Approved trees to be used for replanting are: 
 

• Sitka spruce • Red alder 

• Western hemlock • Mountain ash 

• Douglas fir • Big leaf maple 

• Western red cedar • Vine maple 
 
This permit may be appealed to the Planning Commission by filing an appeal with the City Manager within 14 days 
of the date of this decision. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert St. Clair 
Planner 



 
 

Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Planning Department 
Attn: Robert St. Clair 
stclair@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 
(503) 436-8053 

August 22, 2023 

Tree Removal Permit Application Review - 171 Elliot 

Per your request, I reviewed the Tree Removal Permit application submitted by Arbor Care.  
Included in the application is an Arborist report, ISA evaluation form, site map, and 
photographs from Board Certified Master Arborist, Austin Wienecke.  I visually inspected the 
trees and site on August 21st, and recommend the removal request for two trees be approved. 

One tree is a willow (Salix sp.) and is 12” in diameter and 30’ tall.  The other tree is a red alder 
(Alnus rubra) and is 7” in diameter and 35’ tall.  Both trees exhibit heavy leans in the direction 
of the residence.  Neither of these trees are good candidates to pruning for preservation.  I 
recommend both trees be given approval for removal based on Permit Criteria C: “The tree 
presents a safety hazard…”.  I recommend a shade tolerant evergreen tree be replanted.  
Consider a Western red cedar (Thuja plicata) or a coastal redwood (Sequoiadendron 
sempervirens). 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest  CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52  Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130  www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Robert St. Clair
Planner August 22, 2023


















